2021 Highlights

(Photo courtesy of Katie Garding)

Katie Garding blossoms in pre-release
MTIP client Katie Garding was transferred to Passages, a pre-release center in Billings, in February.
In the 10 months she has been there, Katie has made positive connections in her community, has
started working at a veterinary office, fulfilling her passion for working with animals, and has
regularly visited with family, including her 19-year-old son. Earlier this month, five of her drawings
were featured in an art show hosted by Missoula-based re-entry organization Welcome Back, and all
of her pieces sold! We have been overjoyed, yet not surprised at all, to watch her blossom! Katie
goes in front of the Board of Pardons and Parole again on December 28 to determine when she may
be released from pre-release and begin parole. We will keep you updated on her progress. And
while we are happy to see her approaching release, we assure you that we are still working on
Katie’s exoneration.

MTIP leads effort for exoneree compensation
House Bill 92 became law in May, making it the first monetary exoneree compensation law in
Montana. The law provides exonerees with $60,000 for each year of their wrongful incarceration and
$25,000 for each year they were wrongfully supervised outside of prison. This law was the effort of
three years of advocacy work on behalf of MTIP, and it was a significant victory for exonerees.
However, Gov. Greg Gianforte issued an amendatory veto in the final days of the legislative session,
altering the bill in three notable ways: (1) a person who claims compensation under HB92 is
prohibited from making any civil rights claims against the state or local government; (2) the
prosecuting county is responsible for 75% of damages awarded to the exoneree; and (3) the
compensation program will sunset in two years, meaning the 2023 legislature will have to decide
whether to continue it. MTIP remains committed to enhancing the law in the 2023 Session! Freed
client Cody Marble became the first Montanan to file for compensation under the new law in
September. We will closely monitor his experience to identify opportunities to streamline the filing
process and other necessary improvements.

MTIP revitalizes education program
In addition to hosting legal volunteers and law school clinic students, we were excited to provide
educational opportunities to an undergraduate journalism and social work student this year. Both
students made meaningful contributions to our work, including crafting stories about clients and
innocence issues, developing materials for fundraising, researching social work opportunities for
clients, and organizing a holiday card drive for wrongfully incarcerated clients. We will continue to
diversify our education program and are hoping to raise the funds necessary to offer paid internships
in the near future.

MTIP sends over 50 holiday cards to wrongfully
incarcerated clients

Thank you to everyone who participated in our holiday card drive! We were able to send more than
50 cards and letters to MTIP clients who are wrongfully incarcerated this holiday season. Special
thanks to Noteworthy Paper & Press for kindly donating cards, and to the Pre-Law Department at the
University of Montana, English students at Bitterroot College, and Jennifer Reinicke's English
classes at Sentinel High School in Missoula for writing notes of hope.

January Book Club Selection:
“The New Jim Crow”
MTIP will host a virtual book club on January 21 from 3 – 4 p.m. over Zoom. The book selection is
Michelle Alexander’s “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness.” “The
New Jim Crow” makes the case for how the United States criminal legal system is a modern-day
system of racial control. Alexander explains how the system, despite claiming to be colorblind,
targets Black men through efforts like the War of Drugs, criminalization, and the eradication of
communities. The book is available for purchase at the Missoula independent
bookstore Shakespeare and Co.
Zoom Meeting
Link: https://umontana.zoom.us/j/95596270486?pwd=cnZaS0JpWk5rZkZDWmZ1RWZnZFM0Zz09
Zoom Meeting ID: 955 9627 0486
Zoom Meeting Password: 661232

The Montana Innocence Project wishes you a happy
holiday season!

